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During the 10th International Conference on the Links between Spain and the Americas, held in 

New York from April 30th to May 2nd, 2025, and organized by Instituto Franklin-UAH, the Division 

of Interdisciplinary Studies at The City College of New York, and Instituto Cervantes New York, 

participants examined how the emergence and consolidation of new technologies and social 

movements, together with the challenges posed by climate change and population displacement, 

are testing the foundations of democracy at both local and global levels. 

 

In this context, local socio-cultural dynamics are increasingly intertwined with global processes, 

including shifts in the globalized market for cultural capital (such as social media), the market 

economy, and transnational politics. As a product of modernity, democratic systems developed 

alongside scientific narratives and social science methodologies that sought to promote merit-



 
based social mobility, regulated by market forces and driven by innovation. Today, however, the 

expansion of the global attention economy and the growing crisis of verifiable truth present serious 

challenges to democratic systems in their various forms worldwide. 
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