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	Course
	Migration Policy in Europe: Borders, Refugees, Integration 

	Program
	Study Abroad

	Credits
	4.5 ECTS / 3 USA 

	Class hours
	45

	Hours outside of class
	90

	Office hours
	

	Prerequisites
	None

	Professor
	

	Short CV
	


	Email
	

	Class schedule
	

	Classroom
	

	Language of teaching
	English

	Type of teaching
	Onsite






PRESENTATION 
This course introduces how European countries and the European Union respond to migration, with particular attention to border policy, asylum and refugee protection, and the challenges of integration in schools, labor markets, and local communities. Using case studies from Spain and across Europe, students will compare policy choices and evaluate their implications for governance, human rights, and public life. No prior background in law or public policy is required. The course is designed for U.S. undergraduates pre-law students and non-law majors alike and emphasizes clear reading, discussion, and practical policy writing.


LEARNING OUTCOMES
By the end of the course, students will be able to:
1. Explain the main institutions, concepts, and policy frameworks that shape migration governance in Europe.
2. Distinguish among key categories such as migrant, asylum seeker, refugee, and irregular migrant, and explain why those categories matter in policy debates.
3. Analyze how European states and EU institutions respond to borders, asylum claims, and refugee protection.
4. Compare policy approaches across countries, especially Spain and other European cases, using criteria such as equity, effectiveness, legality, and human rights impact.
5. Evaluate how migration policy affects integration in education, employment, and community life.
6. Communicate policy analysis clearly in short comparative writing assignments and discussion-based activities.


METHODOLOGY
The course is organized as an intensive seminar combining short lectures, guided discussion, comparative case studies, and applied classroom activities. In line with undergraduate migration and public policy courses in the U.S., the class emphasizes active learning through discussion, close reading, case comparison, short analytical writing, and structured exercises rather than technical legal training. Students will work with accessible academic and policy readings and will practice turning course material into clear, evidence-based policy arguments. 
Typical class sessions will include:
· brief lecture and framing of the week’s topic,
· guided discussion of assigned readings,
· case-based comparison of Spain with another European country or EU-wide approach,
· applied activity such as a debate, policy brief exercise, or source analysis.

STUDENT PREPARATION FOR CLASS
 Students are expected to prepare for each class by completing the assigned readings before class, taking notes on major concepts and arguments, and identifying at least one question or policy issue for discussion. Because this is a seminar-style course, students should come ready to engage actively, contribute respectfully, and support their views with evidence from the readings and class materials. For case-study days, students should also be prepared to compare countries, institutions, or policy choices and to connect those comparisons to broader questions of rights, governance, and public policy

EVALUATION SYSTEM
 
  Participation and discussion leadership — 15%
Assesses attendance, preparation, active contribution to discussion, and occasional leadership of seminar conversation.
  Short comparative response papers (2–3) — 25%
Short writing assignments in which students compare policies, cases, or concepts discussed in class.
  Midterm quiz or short exam — 20%
Assesses understanding of the main concepts, actors, institutions, and policy frameworks covered in the first half of the course.
  Final project — 40%
Students choose one of the following:
· Option A: Comparative policy memo (U.S. vs. Spain/EU)
· Option B: Comparative case brief plus reflection tied to an academic visit


ATTENDANCE
Class attendance is MANDATORY. If a student is absent more than the permitted limit one absence in the summer program and two absences in the fall and spring programs, their final grade will be reduced by 10 points for each unexcused absence, unless the absence has been justified with a medical certificate or by their Program Director.  Students are responsible for independently making up the material covered in class on the days they are absent.

SPECIAL NEEDS 
Students with any type of special need may contact Antonio Fernández at antonio.fernandezm@uah.es Instituto Franklin-UAH has the necessary measures in place to support those students who can demonstrate, by means of a medical certificate, that they have special needs.

THE USE OF TECHNOLOGY IN CLASS 
Technology in the classroom is essential nowadays. However, if it is used inappropriately, it can negatively affect student learning. For example, checking email, chatting with others, browsing the web for purposes unrelated to the class content, etc. Misuse of these tools can also distract other classmates, so the use of laptops, mobile phones, or any other device is not permitted except at the times indicated by the instructor.

COURSE OUTLINE (draft)

	
	COURSE CONTENT
	STUDENT ACTIVITIES

	
	Introduction to migration policy in Europe.
Overview of the course. Key terms: migration, asylum, refugee protection, borders, integration. Why migration is a central public policy issue in Europe
	Student activities: introductory discussion on students’ prior assumptions about migration; short in-class reflection on key terms; small-group comparison of media headlines about migration.

	
	How to study migration as a public policy issue.
Migration as a political, legal, social, and human rights question. Introduction to policy analysis: actors, institutions, stakeholders, and policy tradeoffs.
	Student activities: guided discussion of a short reading; stakeholder-mapping exercise; brief group analysis of a policy problem.

	
	Historical background: migration and Europe since World War II.
Postwar reconstruction, labor migration, decolonization, and changing migration patterns. How history shapes present-day debates.
	Student activities: timeline-building in small groups; discussion of historical continuities and changes; short response comparing past and present migration debates.

	
	The EU and migration governance.
Introduction to EU institutions and the division of responsibilities between the EU and member states. Schengen, mobility, and policy coordination.
	Student activities: mini-lecture quiz; diagramming EU institutions and their roles; group discussion on the advantages and limits of supranational coordination.

	
	Borders and externalization.
How Europe manages borders. Border control, surveillance, externalization agreements, and debates over sovereignty, security, and responsibility.
	Student activities: case-study discussion; debate on border externalization; short policy brief exercise evaluating one border policy.

	
	Asylum and refugee protection.
The refugee definition, asylum procedures, and the legal and political foundations of protection. The role of international and European frameworks.
	Student activities: terminology workshop; guided case analysis; small-group exercise comparing asylum procedures across countries.

	
	Access to asylum and the politics of credibility.
Why gaining protection is often difficult in practice. Screening, evidence, credibility assessment, and unequal access to procedures.
	Student activities: structured discussion based on a case study; short comparative writing exercise; in-class source analysis.

	
	Midterm exam
	

	
	Spain as a case study.
Spain’s position as a country of entry, transit, and settlement. Borders, reception, and national policy debates in comparative perspective.
	Student activities: case-study discussion focused on Spain; comparison of Spain with another European country; short analytical response paper.

	
	The 2015 refugee crisis and its aftermath.
How European states responded to increased arrivals. Burden-sharing, crisis narratives, and the long-term effects on EU politics and policy.
	Student activities: document analysis; group discussion on crisis narratives; short comparative presentation on policy responses in two countries.

	
	Integration I: education, language, and youth.
How schools and educational institutions shape integration. Access, inclusion, language support, and unequal opportunities.
	Student activities: class discussion on integration models; case analysis on migrant students; small-group activity designing an inclusion strategy for a school.

	
	Integration II: work, welfare, and everyday life.
Labor market incorporation, housing, welfare access, and local governance. What counts as “successful” integration, and for whom.
	Student activities: workshop on policy indicators of integration; discussion of local case studies; short written reflection on what “successful integration” means.

	
	Public opinion, media, and political backlash.
Migration in electoral politics, media framing, populism, racism, and anti-immigration mobilization. The politics of fear and belonging.
	Student activities: media analysis exercise; structured debate on framing and public opinion; preparation for final project consultations.

	
	Comparative policy workshop.
Students compare two national or EU-level approaches and evaluate them using policy criteria such as equity, effectiveness, legality, feasibility, and human rights impact.
	

	
	Presentations
	

	
	Final exam
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



NOTE: Syllabus subject to change.
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WE SPEAK IN ENGLISH
In class we speak in English. 
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