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	Course
	Comparative Criminal Justice & Legal Systems: Spain/EU and the United States

	Program
	Study Abroad

	Credits
	4.5 ECTS / 3 USA 

	Class hours
	45

	Hours outside of class
	90

	Office hours
	

	Prerequisites
	None

	Professor
	

	Short CV
	


	Email
	

	Class schedule
	

	Classroom
	

	Language of teaching
	English

	Type of teaching
	Onsite






PRESENTATION 
This course introduces students to the structures and practices of criminal justice and legal institutions in Spain and the European Union, comparing them with those of the United States. Through case-based learning and contemporary policy debates, students examine key stages of the justice process—from policing and investigation to prosecution, courts, sentencing, and corrections—alongside foundational concepts such as due process, rights protections, and accountability. Special attention is given to how different legal traditions (civil law in Spain/EU and common law in the U.S.) shape legal outcomes and public policy. Madrid and the surrounding region serve as a living classroom through guest speakers and academic visits when available. The course is designed for pre-law students and non-law majors alike.


LEARNING OUTCOMES

By the end of the course, students will be able to:

1. Describe and compare the core institutions of criminal justice in Spain/EU and the U.S. (police, prosecutors, courts, corrections).
2. Explain how civil law vs. common law traditions influence procedure, evidence, and decision-making.
3. Analyze the role of rights protections (e.g., due process, legal representation, privacy) in different systems.
4. Apply comparative frameworks to evaluate policy challenges (e.g., policing oversight, incarceration, juvenile justice, terrorism/security).
5. Use evidence from readings and cases to produce clear analytical writing (policy memo or comparative case brief) and persuasive oral argument.
6. Demonstrate cultural and ethical awareness when discussing justice-related issues across countries.


METHODOLOGY

This course combines lectures with structured discussion, case studies, and applied activities. Classes will emphasize active student participation through debates, guided analysis, and short written briefs, encouraging students to compare different political, legal, and policy contexts. The methodology is intended to promote critical thinking, collaborative learning, and the practical application of course concepts in a transfer-friendly format.
Assessment will be based on:
· Participation and discussion leadership (15%)
· Short comparative response papers (25%)
· Midterm quiz or short exam (20%)
· Final project (40%). 
For the final project, students may choose between a comparative policy memo focused on the U.S. and Spain/EU, or a comparative case brief accompanied by a reflection connected to an academic visit.

STUDENT PREPARATION FOR CLASS
 
Students are expected to come to class prepared by completing the assigned readings and any short written tasks in advance. They should review key concepts, take notes, and be ready to contribute to discussions, debates, and case study analysis. Because the course is organized as an intensive seminar, regular attendance, active participation, and thoughtful engagement with classmates are essential. Students should also be prepared to connect course materials to comparative examples and applied activities in class.

EVALUATION SYSTEM
 
· Participation and discussion leadership (15%): students are expected to attend class regularly, contribute actively to discussions, and occasionally help guide seminar conversation.
· Short comparative response papers (25%): students will complete two or three short written assignments comparing key ideas, cases, or policies discussed in class.
· Midterm quiz or short exam (20%): this assessment will evaluate students’ understanding of the main concepts, readings, and topics covered in the first part of the course.
· Final project (40%): students will choose one of the following options:
  Option A: a comparative policy memo focused on the U.S. and Spain/EU.
  Option B: a comparative case brief plus a reflection connected to an academic visit.


ATTENDANCE
Class attendance is MANDATORY. If a student is absent more than the permitted limit one absence in the summer program and two absences in the fall and spring programs, their final grade will be reduced by 10 points for each unexcused absence, unless the absence has been justified with a medical certificate or by their Program Director.  Students are responsible for independently making up the material covered in class on the days they are absent.

SPECIAL NEEDS 
Students with any type of special need may contact Antonio Fernández at antonio.fernandezm@uah.es Instituto Franklin-UAH has the necessary measures in place to support those students who can demonstrate, by means of a medical certificate, that they have special needs.

THE USE OF TECHNOLOGY IN CLASS 
Technology in the classroom is essential nowadays. However, if it is used inappropriately, it can negatively affect student learning. For example, checking email, chatting with others, browsing the web for purposes unrelated to the class content, etc. Misuse of these tools can also distract other classmates, so the use of laptops, mobile phones, or any other device is not permitted except at the times indicated by the instructor.

COURSE OUTLINE (draft)

	
	COURSE CONTENT
	STUDENT ACTIVITIES

	
	Course intro + “how to compare systems”
• Mapping the justice process; key vocabulary; what “comparative” means
	Activity: students build a U.S. vs Spain/EU system map

	
	Legal traditions: civil law vs common law
• Sources of law, roles of judges, codes vs precedent
	Case lab: how a single legal issue is handled in both traditions

	
	Rights frameworks and due process
• Rights protections, privacy, legal representation, fair trial principles
	Skills: short comparative response writing

	
	Policing models and oversight
• Police organization, training, accountability, misconduct processes
	Debate: public safety vs civil liberties (comparative)

	
	Investigation & evidence
•	Searches, surveillance, digital evidence, admissibility
	Case lab: evidence chain and rights safeguards

	
	From arrest to charging
• Prosecutorial discretion, diversion, pre-trial detention
	Workshop: writing a comparative case brief

	
	Courts and adjudication
• Court structure, procedure, roles of actors, victims’ participation
	Mock exercise: hearing simulation / structured role-play

	
	
Midterm
	

	
	Negotiated justice: plea bargaining and alternatives
• Efficiency vs fairness; negotiated outcomes across systems
	
Activity: negotiation scenario + reflection

	
	Sentencing frameworks and proportionality
• Guidelines, discretion, restorative approaches
	Case lab: sentencing analysis with comparative criteria

	
	Corrections, rehabilitation, and alternatives
• Prison models, probation, reintegration; comparative outcomes
	Workshop: policy memo structure + thesis building

	
	Juvenile justice + vulnerability (mental health, equity)
• Youth justice models; vulnerability and protections
	Activity: policy design sprint (small groups)

	
	
	Choose one:
• Migration & enforcement policy (Spain/EU case study)
• Digital privacy & surveillance (EU context)
• Security/terrorism policy (policy-focused, rights balancing)
Students draft a 1-page policy recommendation

	
	Final presentations
	

	
	Final exam
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



NOTE: Syllabus subject to change.
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WE SPEAK IN ENGLISH
In class we speak in English. 
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