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INTRODUCTION  
 
In simple terms, violent extremism is a term used to describe extreme behavior due to an 
ideological position; a position that the individual or group uses to justify violence to 
achieve a specific result. This kind of behavior usually evolves from conventional to 
radical due to a variety of protective and risk factors. The impact and consequences of 
extreme violence are evident in different countries. This course explores the complexities 
of extreme violence in society, specifically when used to advocate for a social, religious 
or political goal. The focus of this course is on the rise of violent extremism in diverse 
contexts and how we can advocate for prevention. 
 
COMPETENCES  
General Competences (GC): 
GC1: Students will be guided and encouraged to strengthen their analytical and critical 
thinking skills. 
GC2: Students will demonstrate capacity for scientific reasoning and comprehension of 
the value of social science research. 
GC3: Students will practice their communication skills and exhibit professional conduct 
in oral and written interactions.  
GC4: Students will apply and expand their knowledge of ethics, while respecting 
diversity in a transatlantic perspective. 
 
Specific Competences (CE): 
Upon completion of this course, students will be able to: 
SC1: Identify the major areas of concern and study of violent extremism. 
SC2: Describe the different theories, models, and recent research on violent extremism 
to understand why it happens and how to prevent it.  
SC3: Apply cultural competency skills and ethical knowledge to compare the 
manifestations of violent extremism in different countries.  
SC4: Understand the complexity of the issues discussed to identify opportunities for 
prevention and positive social change.  
 
METHODOLOGY 
 
The methodology used in this course will be an eclectic integration of lectures, assigned 
readings (or audiovisual resources), class discussions and in-class exercises. The goal 
is to effectively combine theory and practice.  
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PREPARATION FOR CLASS  
 
● Students should review the material assigned before the class and be prepared 

for active participation in class discussions and exercises.  
● Students are encouraged to take notes and ask questions as needed. 
● Plagiarism or the improper use of artificial intelligence (AI) to complete 

assignments will not be tolerated.  
 
EVALUATION  
The total percentage of this section is 100%. The evaluation of this course is as follows: 

● In class activities and field trips.  
These activities will be announced and discussed in class. 
Total: 5%        

● Quiz and Exam.  
Mid-term quiz and a final exam.  
Total: 30%    

● Written work.  
Essay and short critical thinking exercises. A rubric will be provided. 
Total: 40% 

● Oral presentation (individual or group presentation). 
A rubric will be provided. 
Total: 20%  

• Participation in discussions and attendance. 
Total 5% 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PARTICIPATION 5% 

ACTIVITIES AND FIELD TRIPS 5% 

WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS 40% 

MIDTERM QUIZ 15% 

ORAL PRESENTATION 20% 

FINAL EXAM 15% 

TOTAL 100% 
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Plagiarism: 
Plagiarism is a violation of academic norms and as such, it can result in a failed course. 
In extreme cases it can include the expulsion from the program. Remember to cite 
appropriately and rephrase the works of authors when writing papers. Plagiarism or the 
improper use of artificial intelligence (AI) to complete assignments will not be tolerated.  
 
ATTENDANCE (Instituto Franklin-UAH Policy) 
Attendance is mandatory. Students are not permitted to miss any classes of the program 
without proper justification (i.e. emergencies, health problems, in this case students must 
show a medical note). The following types of excuses are not justified: family visits, 
illnesses without a medical note, personal trips, etc. Each unjustified absence will result in 
a grade deduction of 10 points in the final grade of the class (example: from A to B). 
Students will not be allowed, in the classroom or fieldtrips, to arrive 10 minutes late or 
more. If a student has continual delays, he/she will be penalized with an absence and the 
instructor may not allow them into class or the visit.  
 
STUDENTS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS (Instituto Franklin-UAH Policy) 
Students with special needs should contact Antonio Fernández: 
antonio.fernandezm@uah.es Instituto Franklin-UAH can accommodate these students 
who show through a medical note or a note from their academic advisor that require 
help in order to fulfill the program.   
 
USE OF TECHNOLOGY IN CLASS  
The use of technology is essential today in education, but if it is used inappropriately, it 
can be harmful for students. It is necessary that students ask for permission from the 
teacher to use any technological devices. Students are not permitted to record class 
sessions without written consent from the course instructor. Contact your instructor to 
request permission. 
 
USE OF BLACKBOARD 
All courses offered by Instituto Franklin-UAH can be taught through the Blackboard virtual 
classroom. Teachers can have materials, forums, etc. in the virtual classroom even if they 
don´t teach the class virtually. For more information, contact Antonio Fernández: 
antonio.fernandezm@uah.es  
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CLASS SCHEDULE  
January 14, 2026-February 5, 2026 (Block 1) 
 
Date and time Topics Activities & 

Assignments 
1/14/26-1/15/26 
9am-12m 

UNIT I. INTRODUCTION 
• Defining relevant terms 
• Brief history 
• Discussion of timeline 
• Examples in different countries 
• Focus on America and Spain 

-“Do now” in-class 
exercise 
-Assigned readings 

1/16/26 9am-
12m 

UNIT II. UNDERSTANDING EXTREME VIOLENCE 
• Approaches in Criminology and Psychology 
• Research on terrorism 
• Psychological warfare? 
• A worldwide problem 
• Theories and models 
• How to measure and study violent extremism 

- “Identify terrorism” In-
class exercise 
-Assigned 
Readings 
 

1/19/26-1/22/26 
9am-12m 

• Social deviance and Antisocial traits 
• Radicalization and fanaticism 
• Terrorism: Domestic and International 
• Terrorist cells 
• Comparison: Examples of terrorism in America 

and Europe 

-Midterm quiz 
 
*Written assignment 
due on 1/26 
 

1/28/26  
No class 

St. Tomas de Aquino’s Day. Patron Saint of the University. 

 •   
1/26/26- 1/29/26 
9am-12m 

UNIT III. ROOT OF THE PROBLEM 
• Hostility and hatred 
• Rise of incivility in the US and other countries 
• Politics and power 
• Lack of cognitive flexibility 
• Online risks and media 
• Addressing the divides 

- “Think and react” 
In-class exercise 
 
-Written assignment 
due 

2/2/26-2/4/26 
9am-12m 

UNIT IV. PREVENTION 
• Science of prevention 
• How to reduce and manage the risk of violent 

extremism 
• Establishing connections 
• Intergroup interventions 
• Empathy and cognitive flexibility 
• Role of cultural competence 
• More alike than different 

-Oral presentation 
-Written exercise (in-
class) 
 
-Assigned readings 
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2/5/26 9am-12m UNIT V. CONCLUSION 
• What can you do? 
• Common ground 
• Focus on prevention 
• A case for transatlantic cooperation 
• Future focus and social change 

- “Personalizing global 
issues: What can you 
do?” 
In class exercise 
 
-Final exam 
 
*List of recommended 
further readings (for 
students interested in 
learning more) 

Note:  
This syllabus is subject to change at the discretion of the instructor. Other readings, assignments, site 
visits, guest speakers and cases may be added, modified or substituted at the instructor’s discretion. 
Additional policies or procedures may be posted at any time during the semester at the discretion of 
the instructor. 
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INSTRUCTOR  

 

Educator, public speaker and published social science researcher. Fully bilingual in 
Spanish and English. Interested in teaching, consulting, writing, conducting 
research, and other opportunities in the fields of Psychology and Criminal Justice. I 
am currently an assistant professor at Universidad Ana G. Méndez in Carolina, 
Puerto Rico.  
Areas of expertise and special interest include topics in the forensic field of 
psychological research, such as sexual offenders, risk analysis, public policy 
changes, child sexual abuse, social disparity issues, jury psychology, psychological 
autopsies, cultural influences, forensic journalism, perception studies, prevention 
science, psychology of terrorism, gender disparity in the courts, and criminal 
psychology. 
Trying to change the narrative about violence and crime, including more attention 
towards prevention than reaction, and the value of interdisciplinary collaboration to 
address it. Enjoys traveling, learning about other cultures, challenging the routine, 
spending time with family, and advocating for diversity acceptance. 
 
Education 
Psychology, Forensic Psychology (Ph.D)   2021 
Non-Clinical (Research)       
Master of Arts in Forensic Psychology (MA)    2011 
Bachelor of Arts, Communications and Marketing (BA)  2006 
 
Publications 

• Vázquez-Tirado, S. (2022). Gender and victim stereotypes in perceptions of 
child sexual abuse in Puerto Rico. Journal of Investigative Psychology and 
Offender Profiling, 1-15. https://doi.org/10.1002/jip.1590 

• Vázquez-Tirado, S. (2021). Impact of gender of the offender on perceptions 
and criminal sentencing of child sexual abuse cases in Puerto Rico (Order 
No. 28544793). Available from ProQuest Dissertations & Theses Global. 
(2545527013). https://www.proquest.com/docview/2545527013 

• Vázquez-Tirado, S.E. (2019). Estereotipos de la mujer criminal y su 
influencia en los tribunales. Cruce. Edición especial: La paradoja de la 
violencia, parte 2, pp. 28-37. 
https://issuu.com/revistacruce/docs/la_paradoja_de_la_violencia_parte_2/28 
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