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1. OVERVIEW OF THE COURSE

The international influence of the United States, a phenomenon assimilated to the term
Americanization, began to be seen from the first decades of the 20th century in Europe, with
a clearer impact in the economic and cultural fields. A number of American companies and
investors, associations, universities and philanthropic foundations became exponents for the
American Way of Life. The decisive intervention of the Government in this process and its
collaboration with the private sector became more intense from the end of the 1930s, partly
in response to the European crisis and the rise of fascism. After World War I, the United
States was the architect of a Western security system designed to contain Soviet
expansionism, initially centered in Europe but later extended to Asia and other regions of the
planet. Linked to this strategic design, the United States was essential in post-war economic
reconstruction, while at the same time propagating its methods of business management and
organization; promoting cultural and scientific transfers; establishing human capital formation
circuits; and serving as a model for the expansion of the consumer society. American
leadership had to face, from its origins, the mobilization of sectors critical of its effects, which
nourished the ranks of cultural and political anti-Americanism. From the mid-1960s onwards,
the Vietham War and the fractures in American society eroded the country’s international
image which, in spite of everything, has maintained to this day a leading role in the evolution
of the world beyond the end of the Cold War, to the point of identifying Globalization as a
variant of Americanization.

Through the analysis of this phenomenon, students will be introduced to some of the key
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issues of today’s world. To this end, a historical review will be made of the factors that drove
the international presence of the United States, its survival and transformation throughout the
20th century, as well as its various effects. transformation throughout the twentieth century,
along with its effects of various kinds. Finally, the impact of Americanization in Spain will be
examined as a case study.

The course will emphasize participatory teaching, seeking the intervention of students both
in the debates in the sessions and through content reinforcement activities: oral
presentations, comments on texts and graphic material, viewing of documentaries and films,
etc.

|2. LEARNING OBJECTIVES

Generic competences:

1.
2.

Initiation to research methodology.

Familiarization with relevant debates and concepts in the field of international relations
(Americanization, modernization, globalization, imperialism, development, cultural
transmission).

Handling of reference bibliography and other written sources (magazines, journal
articles, publications, archival documentation), audiovisual (documentaries, films) and
on the web (web pages).

Ability to collect, analyze and present specialized information.

Encouragement of participatory and reflective learning, in order to generate a critical
and informed vision of international phenomena.

Specific competences:

1.

2.

Knowledge of the concepts associated with Americanization and of the different
elements that were incorporated into this process.

To determine the most important phases of the global expansion of the United States
and its main agents in each one of them.

To understand the internal factors (production strategies and business organization,
advertising and marketing; mass consumption; close relationship between
companies-universities-governments; popular culture, etc.) and external factors
(opening of markets, competitiveness, international conflicts, formation and attraction
of human capital, fascination of cultural and entertainment productions, etc.) that
propelled the American influence.

To examine this process of Americanization through a case study (Spain), in order to
analyze its main characteristics, most outstanding actors, mechanisms of diffusion
and reception.

To learn how to search for information, to select and treat documentary sources, and
to structure a research project related to the subject of the course.

To become familiar with the handling and analysis of diverse historical materials:
political and economic, cultural and scientific texts; archive documentation;
specialized press and magazines; documentaries and films; etc.

Develop the ability to write specialized reports or academic papers, as well as to
present in public the methodology and results of a personal or group work.

To favor autonomous learning, to develop scientific criticism and self-criticism,
analysis and synthesis, teamwork and personal initiative.
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42 hours

83 hours

125 hours

The sessions will have a duration of 3 hours. As an indication, each session will be organized
more or less as follows:

— Explanations by the professor on the theoretical contents of the course, describing the
main historical processes/events.

— Presentation and critical commentary of the readings indicated for each session (scientific
articles, archival documents, press, graphic resources...) by one or more students, who will
act as speakers. The presentations will be made preferably in power-point and will also
include a series of questions to initiate the debate.

— Discussion among all attendees of the arguments raised in the presentation.

— Carrying out other reinforcement activities: viewing of documentaries or film excerpts,
intervention of guest lecturers, collective reading and commentary of other materials selected
by the teacher.

The final part of the course will be dedicated to the oral presentation of individual or team
work on issues related to the process of Americanization worldwide, or its impact on Spain.
The preparation of the papers will involve the collection of information and reflection on what
has been learned in the theoretical and practical classes. All this will be supervised by the
professor, with the aim that students learn to develop mechanisms for selective search of
information and be able to systematize the data and offer their own vision of them.

Tutorials. The consultation of doubts will be carried out at the student's request and will
expressly seek to solve specific problems and to obtain orientations to participate in the
activities.
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|5. ASSESSMENT AND GRADE ALLOCATION |

EVALUATION SYSTEMS:

. — Continuous Evaluation. Includes practices (individual and collective). Valuation: 60% of
the final grade. Together with the elaboration and presentation of an individual or teamwork.
40% of the final grade.

. — Final Evaluation. If the student does not patrticipate in the continuous evaluation, he/she
will have the option to take a final essay exam (2 hours) on one of the topics of the course.

There will be a opportunity at the end of the second semester for students who have failed their
ongoing examination or the final exam. This will also take the form of a two-hour essay exam,
with a similar format to the above-mentioned final examination, which will constitute 100% of
the mark.

Calculation of the grade in the case of continuous evaluation:

.— 30 %: Attendance and active patrticipation of the student both in the presentation and critical
commentary of the readings assigned for each session.

. — 30 %: Intervention in the debates and activities scheduled during the course (30%).

. — 40 % Final evaluation: oral and written presentation of an individual or teamwork. It will be
presented and discussed in the last sessions of the course on one of the contents of the
course previously agreed with the teacher (around 3000 words maximum).

Calculation of the grade in the case of only final evaluation: Score obtained in the exam.

EVALUATION CRITERIA:

. — Active participation in classroom discussions.

. — Ability of observation and analysis.

. — Knowledge and correct use of the terminology and the fundamental processes contained in
the syllabus and worked throughout the course.

. — Ability to raise and develop an argument in a clear, orderly, coherent, and precise manner.
In the case of written papers, the conventions of academic essay writing will be followed.

Important notice: All the students’ exams and continuous evaluation activities will follow the directions
marked by the Regulations established in the “Normas de Convivencia de la Universidad de Alcald”. Any
possible infringement of said norms during the exams, as well as any incursion in academic fraud will be
submitted to the Reglamento de Régimen Disciplinario del Estudiantado de la Universidad de Alcald.

Aviso importante: Durante el desarrollo de las pruebas de evaluacion han de seguirse las pautas
marcadas en el Reglamento por el que se establecen las “Normas de Convivencia de la Universidad de
Alcald”, asi como las posibles implicaciones de las irregularidades cometidas durante dichas pruebas,
incluyendo las consecuencias por cometer fraude académico segun el Reglamento de Régimen
Disciplinario del Estudiantado de la Universidad de Alcald.
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